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SPEECH, 



The .bill reported by the. Committee of Ways and Means, proposing to reduce the duties oB 
irapo^, being under consuderation ih Committee of the Whole — 

Mb. STROHM, of Pennsylvania, obtained the floor, and said : 

Mr. CHAiiiiM4N: If I could have bad the selection of my own tim^ tQ 
4iddre8S ibis coniniitt^e I sbould not bave cjboaen, ^ this n^oment, to occu^ 
py your, attention, ina^mucb as the gentleman, (Mr. Ewing,) who has just 
taken, bift seftt, is a coUf^tigue of mine; another colleague (Mr. Brodhbao) 
having also addres$ed the committee to-diay, it might seem a§ though we 
from Penm^ylvania weee. disposed to engross too much of tbfs time of the 
committee^ But as it is a subj^qt of paramount interest to q\ir constituenti? , 
^pd as there is fr^uently some diflKcqlty in obtaining the flopr, I trust I 
sikM be pardoned for embracipg the opportunity that is now afforded me^ 
^ll)Qugh it may seeoi to be a Uttle out of place. 

Sir, the de^p and absorbing interest which my immediate constituents, 
<as weir as the whole people of the State of Pennsylvania, feiel in the im- 
pprtant subject that engages the attention of the conimittee, must be my 
^fology fpr obtrudiog any seatim,ents which I may entertain in reference tp 
it at this time. 

In. venturing to do so, it is not my intention tp enter into the prolixity of 
the details of this bill. ; to dw^U upon, its bearipg and effect, upon each 
m^ticular interest therein enumerated; that has been so often dpne by 
Kose who are much better qpalified for the task than I am, that all tbps^ 
who have had any desire to understand it, or have paid any attention to th^ 
aiguments that h^ve been adduced from time to. time by the friends of the 
protective system, cannot fail to be fully infon?aed in. regard to it, Yet it 
m^y be^ that before I cgnplude, I may advert to one or two items in tbi^ 
tnll, for the purpose of calling the attention of the committee more particur 
IfiMrly to them. My principal object is to take a general view of the protec- 
tive system> as a whole, as apphcable to the people of the United States, 
it^ operation and utility in different sections of the country, apd the benie^ 
£c^t influence it exercises upon the interests of the whole community. 

I arn aware, Mr* Chairman, that men, when acting in a representative 
^^apacity, however wise, and learned, and patriotic they naay be, are still 
hut men-rlidble to be governed and ooatrolled by the si^me influences, and 
actuated by the same mptives, that individuals are; liable to be influenced 
by thi^ir. prions, by their feelings, by their interests, and not unfreque^ntly, 
I ft^ar, by their pvejudiees, ratjti^^r than by the maxims of sound wisdon^ 
and true philosopby^s^stained as tho^e miiy be by, the salutary le9iM>ns of 
pl^cti^iil, experience, imd if, in the few rewarl^^ which it, is my intentjoa 
^ sqbmit to. this comn^itt^e, I shall {$i\ to convince those who will d^gi^ 
i^k lend Qie tbi^ii* atteitf ipo for a few nUnutes, that the^ protective systepi i$ 
W^WM^yit beaeftqi^ tq aU wd cRery part of- the oc^ntry, it mi^t be aUri- 
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tilted to the strength and inveteracy of their prejudices, or of my inability 
to do justice to the subject, rather than to any want of intrinsic merit in the 

subject itself. 

Sir, the question now under consideration relates to the levying of du- 
ties upon foreign imports, connected with the means of raising revenue 
and giving protection to American industry. In a country so widely ex- 
tended as that which it is our good fortune to inhabit, embracing so great a 
diversity of climate, and such an almost infinite variety of soil, and otlji^er 
natural advantages, it can hardly be expected that any system of publiG 
policy, calculated to operate upon, the interepts of the whole country, hpw- 
ever wisely it may be designed, or carefully and judTcioiisly atra'rigecJ, caa 
be toade siibscJrvient to the sptefeial ihteresis <>f the people of each IbeaHty^ 
90 asto develope all their J-esotirces; arid'foster and cherish each individual 
interest, fnofdent to theiif locatiori. But, a^ in t^e first forniatibn of civilized 
society, individuals had to yield a piorfion of that uni^estrained liberty which 
tfifey had prevtdusly enfjoyfcd, for the pui^se ofi^stablishlng security ani 
protection to tt^eir persons and their property; so in establishing. and protect- 
ing the varied and diversified interests 6f tbi^ great community of nations^ 
(if I mtiy be permitted- to use- the expression >) each must be content to 
etiflfer'sdme little abridgement i^f pririlegies heietofore feiijoyed, to endure 
some slight inconvenience , to make' some sacrifioei fot 'the purpose of produr-i* 
ihg al 'greater and mere universal good. V 

• Since the first orgahi2?ation of this Goverriment, the moneys nedessary i(> 
itdfrty the ordinary expenditure thereof hav^ been derived principally fron* 
the duties onimports; so. fifmly has this- become .eBtal)lii9hed as the settled 
policy of the country, that none would now think of abandoning it. But 
^hUst t!he constitutional power as well as^ the' expediififncy of raieihg i^evenue 
by imposing duties on foreign importations is- /adrrtitted, an attempt is noW' 
miade to withdraw the fostering- care of go^'^eitilnem from the protectiob*of 
bur infa^ht manufiicturesj'by refusing to make^^ny discribiir>ation in favofttf 
those itttei^Sts in,the imposition of duties on foreign 'imports. .; 

' A- system of horizontal ddties, imposing an equal amount upqn all atti* 
eies'in proportion to their value, was for a tinie advocated and insisted 6tt 
m the only fcortstitutJonal mbde of raisirigi revenue. ' That s^ems however 
■to be nearly 'abandoned,' and we hear but ' httle saiid about it now. Detri- 
Thental as such a course of policy must have beei^to many branchSesof our 
domestic industry j it was sustained by an appearance of sincerity, that com- 
manded s6me respect, even fiT)m those who understood the fallacy of the 
argument, and foresaw the destructiveness.ef its teiwlency; but it/ wa» 
reserved fot ihb present Administration to propose arid advocate a- tatiff of 
duties, in which the principles of discriftiiiiation is not only fully, recog- 
hised, but fredy exercised; not however, as has heretofore uniformly beea 
the case whe*"6 discrirtiiilation was exercised- at all, for the purpose oif Biffbrd- 
iug protec-tioti to Atfierican industry, to amelioi^ate the condition of^ the 
American laboner, to give a stimulus and a®- Impulse to the ingenuity anA 
enterprize of our own citizens; but with a studied effort, and a pe!5severa»ee 
•irortby of a* better oaiide, discrimitiation in aliT>ost'e^ery instance In the bill 
now und^ conisiderat5on is* calculated to operate against the ihterebts of eoi^ 
own cotmttymen, and has a tendency to depress the Anlerican'laborer; and 
reduce him to a level with the tax-^rotind victims of Hiumpean monarch]^ 
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oAii tjrrAnny, whoatre compelled to' labor incessantly for the purpose of 
ptocuring a bare sofficienoy of coarse food to sustain their almost famishing* 
foniilies. 

The denial of the constitutional right to make discrimination in favor of 
the American manufacturers, in levying duties upon foreign imports, might 
be tolerated as the dnmitigated' ferror of a perverted judgment, as a policy 
^Iculated to favor the interests of some sections of the country, as a policy 
that has always been contended for by one class of our politicians; bat to 
«l:ercise the power of discrimination for the purpose of oppression, to pro- 
duce embarrassment and distress amongst those whose lot it is to "earn their 
bread in the sweat of their brow;'' for Government to use the power which 
a*confiding people have entrusted into its hands, for the purpose of injuring 
those whom it is in duty bound to protect, is approaching a depth of — (l had • 
almost said infamy, Mr. Chairman, but I shall refrain from using a term that 
might be considered harsh;) but such an exercise of the powers of govem- 
ixient,to say the least of it, is approaching a depth of ingratitude that no 
generous mind would be willing to encounter, and which the present Ad- 
itiinistration will have the honor of being the first to ftithom , if it persists 
itt the measures that have been recommended. 

I have said, sir, that in the adjustment of any system of duties on im- 
ports, whether upon the principle of protection to our domestic manufac- 
tures, for revenue only, or for destruction to the interests of the country ,08 
in the present bill, inequalities will always be experitencefl, and sacrifices 
must be made; and the bill now on your table is by no means free from 
those objections. It becomes our duty, then, to ascertain which of those 
systems makes the nearest approach to perfection, and is productive of the 
least inconvenience to those whose Interests are to be thereby affected; or, 
in other words, which vnll produce "the greatest good to the greatest num- 
fo^i ." That I believe is the fashionable and democratic mode of expressing 
4he sentiment. 

Let us firirt examine the probable effects of this bill, in case it should bfe 
passed into a law, which I trust it never will. But, for sake of the argu- 
ment, let us suppose it possible that such a bill cbukl receive the sanclionof 
^ majority of this House, and a majority in the other braiich of the Legis^ 
Iatui*e, for then, I take it, there would be no doubt but it would receive the 
i^ignature of the Executive; there is no hope of its progress being arrested 
there. Suppose then it^ouldbtecome a law, what would be its effect? Sir, 
£rst^ in the train of evils which ineyitably would follow, we should have 
Ihe prostration of our ddmestic manufactures— thousands of those who are 
Engaged in thfcit branch of bdsihess would be thrown eut of employ — ^waot 
^ employment oii the part of the husband, would soon lead to a want of 
comfort in the family; atid, finally , not only the comfbrtk and conventencefty 
but the riecesaaries of life would fee found to be lacking; Sad experieace 
Ivodld then teach the poor laborer that although, tinder this much lauded 
fr^e-traide syet^itk, b^ wpuld be exemjH from the pa)rment, on some articles^ 
of from ari hrtttdred to^n hundred ai^d fifty or two hundred per cent, duty^ 
ikccordiftg to the theory of Sii- Robert 'Walker; the Jprioes on the aggregate 
w6u1d be little, if any^ diminished, whilst the difnoulty of obtaining the 
itberewith^l to purchase would be increased id a fourfold latio; and his cent 
JSlion ; altogether^ would be< txmch worse than k was before . ^ 
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In the Bext plaeig, we should have the Ipss of miUiei^ of capkal o/oiw ^ 
Tested in manufactures. Tha^ description o^ property would h? greatly •de^- 
pieciated, much of it rendered entirely useless, and many public spirited^ 
itidustrioua, and eaterprising men, who have invested their adl, even their 
credit, in the establishment of those highly useful improvements, and though 
somewhat involved, are now in a fair way to pay their debts and make some^, 
provision for. educating and maintaining their families, would t)e reduced ta> 
bankruptcy, their business ruined, and their prospects blighted forever- 
Well, sir, how fares the agriculturist — the farmer— ;Under this new order of, 
things? About to introduce a system so injurious to the other great classei^. 
of the community — the manufacturer, the mechanic, and the laborer — per- 
haps it will commend itself by the superior advantages which it extends ta 
this numerous and respectable class of the community — the agriculturists ► 
This, indeed, is the main argument on which the friends of this bill seem!: 
to rely. They tell you that the tariff of '42 gives to the manufacturer more^ 
protection than he is entitled to, while it operates to the disadvantage of the: 
farmer, .and they wish to repeal it for the purpose of equalizing the burdens^ 
And in undertaking to investigate this part of the subject, we are met upoa 
the threshold by the exulting cry of a repeal of the corn laws! A free 
market for our surplus produce! And this, sir, is reiterated with such 
a triumphant air, that we are almost compelled to believe that there i» 
really something in it. A moment's reflection, however, reminds us, that 
the British market, if opened at all, will be open to all the world a& 
well as to us^ an4^ ajs a. portion of the finest wheat growing countries- 
on the globe is more convenient to England than we are, the American- 
farmer will find , that by the time he gets his wheat or his floor to Eng- 
land, the inhabitant of the coasts of the Black sea and the Baltic will 
have been there before him; the merchants of Dantzio, Odessa, and Ham- 
burg ? will have anticipated him; and, under the superior advantages of 
cheapness of labor and convenience to market, will have supplied the^ 
demaiKl before he arrives, at prices too that he could not afford to sell 
for; and he will then discover that, as my friend from Vermont (Mr. Coi.- 
IiAMEr) stated yesterday, ^^ there i^ something else than the duty that regu-^ 
lates the price of a cpramodity". — it is the demand for the article that gov- 
erns the price; and when the demand js supplied, he will fi^id no sate for 
his produce, doty oxikQ duty. . But I will not expatiate on this part of ther 
subject; this has been fully explained by JW)ttie of thps^ who haveproTr 
eeded me. . . . - . . . 

But, Mr. Chairmi^a, suppose we admit th^t tb^ price pf igrain will .ber 
somewhat enhanced 9 fhe^, benefit ^4Asaccruiqg<to the farmer. will,in-the^ 
^es of the impartif^ I^|dat9|t,.b6 tpore ihs^n oyed^balaaqed hy M^e i^npositioo^ 
cf greater burd^pft upon the Uborer; having first cut^ hkexi^fkpym&o^y 
you iiextincrease his espen^s by raj^ipg thei pripe rpf hf&1n*ead<i But I cmr 
lend that the farmer is i^pt ben^tted by f^^^a c^ot^litioa of t]pvfi^> jM4 
why? Bepause, ^ d^roying ^^e sifpufaoiui;^r , yo^ deprive 4^ faiimer of 
Jiis. best, indeed his only market, for n^uf^of tJaie produptippjOf ^v? f^in^,^ 
The AsQefifsan farn»er does^ not live by vfhfiiat and oprn paly » He .w^p(§.y% 
m^ket for his.barleyj his oam^ his hay, Ms'vfxH>Ui]3ds poiiltr^> hiS'Pot(^|tO^^ 
In^fniit^lxis veg^tabl^s, his hotter^ his Y^pp4> har^, hides, and la^n h^^n^f^ 
4)ther things that <j|(ighi be enujooemted^ if t^e ]w^jp)d peenit^aiid fpr w^<^> 
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\ipless be finds a market in his own immediate vicinity — a home market;— he 
can realize little or nothing at all . Nay, more ; in the employment he finS^ 
for his team, in the neighborhood of a farnace/a forge, or a factory, at times 
when he has but little for liis cattle to do at home, he is frequently enabled 
to earn more money in one week than all the duty he pays, ttnder yout 
high protective tariff, will amount to in a year. 

Who, then, is to be benefitted by this new system of polidy? I have 
shown that neither the farmer, the manufacturer, the riiechanic, or the la- 
borer, will derive any advantage from it; but, on the contrary, each and all 
of them will bei very materially and seriotiBly injured by the adoption of it J 
Who, then, I ask again, is to be benefitted by il? Allow me to tell you,!, 
sir. The importing misrchants, many of whom are foreigners, and have 
no sympathy with our citizens, except for the purpose of obtaining their 
money; no affection for your Goyernmetit, except to court its favors, with 
the view of promoting their own selfish views. The men who, if I mis- 
take not, have their hired emissaries at the seat of your Government; aye, 
within the walls of your Capitol; ex:hibiting their gaudy and flimsy .fabrics; 
and, by misrepresentation and deception, endeavoring to mislead the judg- 
ment of those upon whom' the decision of this great question devolves. 

Sir, if, in the exuberance of our philanthropy, we extend our sympathy^ 
beyond the rolling billows of the broad Atlantic, and seek to ameliorate the 
condition of the liege subjects of her Britannic Majesty, Clueen Victorisf, at the 
expense of our own citizens, we shall find some excuse for the extraordinary 
character of this bill. Yet, even then, a slight examination will convincei 
us that our charity is misapplied, and that those who most need it will be 
(he last to receive (he benefit of it. The poor operatives in England have^, 
by a long series of oppression, been reduced to the lowest depth of misery 
which human nature can endure. They are entirely at the mercy of the 
rich capitalists, who allow therii just such wages as will enable them ta 
sustain their families in a mode of living — far inferior to any thing that peo- 
ple in this country are accustomed to — barely to keep them out of the parish 
workhouse, arid prevent them from becoming a charge On the parish. And! 
so dense is the population, so numerous that class of people there, that al* 
most any number of workmen can be 6btained, by giving them regular and 
constant employment, without aiiy material increai^ of Wages; and nifee-i 
tenths of the actual benefit which you ate about to confer on the English^ 
as a nation, by the passage bf this bill, ' (and it is no trifling boon,) instead 
of enuring to the advantage of the poor, will be conferred on those who6e 
wealth is already immense, and whose capital is ^nployed to our injury^ 
and thus you. are oppressing the honest laborers' in your own country, td- 
augment the overgrown fortunes of the English aristocracy" Such an ex- 
ercise of pbHanthropy will, I fanoy. meet but little reslponse in Afrrericaii 
bosoms, and redound "but slightly to the honor ttftd the fame of the projec- 
tors and abettors of this suicidal anti American policy. 
. Mr. Chairi(n?in, having thus glanced at the p^thicious atid injwrions tea- 
c^JMicy of the bill now before ua, I shall proceed, briefly, lo point Out sottie 
of t!t^e benefits and advaritages of (he protective syBltem. Ne±t to providing 
security for the persons arid property of its citii^ns, and guaranteeing to each 
iidivfdual thai liberty, both civil and religioiis, Which wa)s purchased by th^ 
^or, anjd the treasure, and the blood of oiir anCestbrs, atid bequeathed CE> ^ 
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as an inalienable birthright, it is the duty of Government to foster and cherish J 
hy every means in its power, those great leading interests that are calculated 
to render us entirely independent of other nations, and particularly such as 
are essential to the national defence. 

The sentiment, that peace is the time in which to prepare for war, hsls 
\>een so frequently adverted to here, and the correctness of that sentiment is 
so universally admitted, that it requires no justification at my hands. But 
though all admit the truth and force of the sentiment, a great diversity of 
opinion may obtain in regard to the proper application of it. A nation, in 
order to prosecute a war with vigor and effect, will be under the necessity of 
bringing into requisition a great many things besides the active physical 
force tliat marches into the battle-field, or the fortifications that are erected 
to defend particular situations, and check the onward march of a hostile foe. 
Money is said to be the sinews of war, and without a copious supply of this 
necessary ingredient, no civilized nation can wage war long. Yet no one 
will recommend the hoarding of vast treasures in time of peace, to be kept 
in readiness for the emergency of war. It is contrary to the genius of our 
Government to collect money from its citizens, by either direct or indirect 
taxation, for the purpose of accumulating large sums of money that are to 
lie idle and useless in the Treasury until the exigency of war should call it 
into active circulation. The corrupting influence of such a treasure would 
be more dangerous to the morals, and prejudicial to the interests, of the 
country, than even vrar itself. Hence it is not the policy of this country to 
prepare for war by laying up large amounts of money in time of peace. 

In the next place, troops are indispensably necessary in the prosecution of 
a war, yet no one will admit the propriety of maintaining a large standing 
^rmy in time of peace. War between civilized nations is an event of such 
rare occurrence in our day, that it would be consummate folly to incur the 
expanse of keeping up a large army, when there is no earthly prospect of 
their services being required. The intervals of peace are so extended, that 
your soldiers might become old, infirm, superannuated, and helpless, with- 
out being called upon to face the enemy in battle array. 

To say nothing of the danger to the republic from the constant presence 
of a l^rge armed force, the iriass of whom would be accustomed to yield im- 
plicit obedience to their superiors, and in time rendered willing slaves to im- 
perative commanders, and, finally, might become subservient instiuments 
m the hands of designing men to subvert those liberties they were designed 
to protect. , To say liothihg of those considerations, which sagacious siates- 
inen ought not to overlook, the expense alone 6f maintaining a large stand- 
ing army w^ould be an insuperable objection' to this mode Of providing for 
yrar in time of peace. ' ' 

How, then, ought this maxim of providing foi wair in time of peace to be 
complied with? ' *'* ' . 

. Sir, by pursuing a course of policy in time of jJeac6 that will fbfly de- 
yelppe fdl the sources of the country, and at the same time promote the 
prosperity and well-being of its citizens. Encourage and protect your do- 
miestic manufactures, so that in case War should become inevitable, and our 
communication witli other countries be ifttei-'riipted or entirely cut off, your 
cjiizepscan be furnished with every thing that they hftve been accustdmdfl 
to enjoy, by the enterprize and industry of^ their pl/m Countrymen: Itiii 
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not only the soldiery who bucfcl<»:on life ariohor aifttf {Mitilcrfl^iife in die faalK- 
de-field, that suffers daring k tiwe of war; ilkiptiytAom which he suffer8> 
die dangers whteh hfe encdunt^rrSj th6 hai<dshij« h€i undergoes, the faiigae- 
he endures, and the sacrifices he niakes, tore infltiitdy gre^itdr ithan diose of 
any other, I admit; but 6very man, aye, and every wbmao; too, however ex- 
alted their station, ot humble thfeir contWliioh;^ Wul experience its desolating 
effects. Some in the derangement of their bodiness, othpis itithe depriva- 
tion of luxuries long accustomed to; som^ in the onerous burdens which it 
imposes, others in the 'enhancement of dieJprio^s of the necessaries of life. 
All, all, are affected by it, and, not uiifrequeritly, each fancies himsdf the* 
greatest sufferer: Under a government like oUrs, where public opinion ex* 
erjcises so potent an influence in the councils of the nation, it becomes pecut^, 
liarly necessary to consuit the interests and provide for the comforts of the 
whole people; and if they find ihode intdrissts disregarded or neglected b/ 
those who have the administration of the Government in their hands, they 
will not fail, by the just exercise of those rights which are guaranteed to 
then) by our Constitution and laws, to displace those now in power, and fill: 
dieir places with tht>se Who will execute the trust with greater fidelity: Our 
country, more than th^ Of any other iA the world, has all the elements of 
true independence within itself; and if 6overnmeniwiil>only pursue a proper 
policy, so as to improve all our advantages, and keep us a contented and- 
united people, we may bid defiance to Uie united efforts of all. the pow- 
ers of the world combined against us. By making your people prosperous 
and happy in tinie of peace, you plate them in a proper condition to endure 
the burdens which it stat^fe of hostilities necessarily inflicts. By enabling the 
States to pdy their indebtedne^ to foreign countrieb, yoii will rie-e^tabUsii: 
your credit in those countries, and then you can command money whenever 
you want it; and this ift the only way in which you ought to make proviaioni 
in time of peace for moniey to- carry ott' a war— that is, by placing your 
dtizens in such circumstances as wilt enable them to contribute liberally and 
punctually in the shape of taxes, when neicesfeary, and by establishing the 
credic of the National GoVernmelit^ so tliat you can obtain, the. aid of other 
nations by the negotiation of toans. • 

There is, sir, ancHhfer mode of carryings out this maxim, of providing fiir 
wSr in time of peace, wkich I will advert to in a few' words, 'though k 
has been referred to by other gentlenten; it is this,:the resources of the Gov- 
emmeht oUght, in time ^ pedc^e, to bci employed m the cbnstructibn of im- 
provements that would be beneficial to its dti^n^, during the continuance 
of that happy condilibii w^icU k> ought to 'be die pri^le aud ambilSoa of all 
riders to secure fot thiscootttfyv This' coulii be done ;byi facilitating the 
means of inte^6oUr^yaiid^eiifgitheidng^d esttetiding the; commercial rdLair 
fions betw^eihf'differlsfft&aM 'r^mcife^s^^^ theleouhtfy. Thus binding 

them together h^ the i^ttbilg' ligameiitis of mutiMil ititerest,6doial harmoof » 
idid sympath6ltic f^elitig') and souring them from tbebalefid infiaieno&ilC 
eislfishness, etivy, iWid je«loUayi of eaoh otheif •« power and probperity** The 
ith{^ix)vements1v!M^lv^Ialtud^to> areM voadsy Tait^a^, eaouGby 

iniprovement'c^ rivers ^nd harbors, bribes over laigeiiureams, coiiiiEmejAt 
mail routes, fthd such like thingd^. Any amprdvetttieikt> the utility of. ilrhicsh 
will foe worfh to the pedj^^ in time ift peace the interest upoa the col^,:aDd 
be subservieiit to the nationsd deSgice inl time of #ar. Snaprntang^ 
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iMiuceterof 'ihe^ Qov!^r«»nf0iit miUm way ^ yea 'seouFe^a. two-dbld advantage r 
jRn^. ¥otictai€tey!ri9 jiiiv0sle4 in:iiiaprovecaeiits ibat confer immense and aln 
most incalculable fidyRiits^es upofBLjour citizens ^and at 4hesame time yields a 
risvoBiiieiadieciuate'ia the annual pe^irs^and thus keeps, itself always in proper 
condition. ^eeoniUy. In ^be fiibiliiies which those improvements am^rd in 
the Government in itme Of ws^, im the. traqspoctation of troops^ ordnance^ 
provisions, military Istores^ and camp eqiiupage? from one point to another ^ 
yon win save, more in a»a«iyiil3i$(ances than the original cost of the work^ 
independent of tbecon'^idevation, that by the aid of those facilities of inter- 
CDrnmnnicaiion one thousand m^ will be able to defend your seaboard 
more effectually than three times the; number could have done forty years 
ago. 

Nawy Mr. Chairman ,'hdw ar^all those desirable objects to be attained? 
Sir,' by rejecting the bill t>n yowr table, and leaving the tariff of '42 standaa 
it is ; and that i&the only way in vfhich this* can t^ effected. 

This is, fbrtimately for my argument, no new theory, no untried vision* 
ary scheme. The experience of the past exhibits a prosperity uuder our. 
protective system unexampled in the history.of the world. What hasbeea 
the dituationof the coudtry, when the duties were so low as to afford inad- 
equate protection to our <Jiw»estic manufhelures? What was the conditioa 
dif the country five years lago, before the passage of the tariff of 1842^ 
which ia now sought to, b» repealed ? Who does not recoUect it ? There is 
Bot a man within the sound of my voice, who has paid any attention to 
what was goti^ on around him, that don't remember the gloom that per- 
vaded the wh«ie community at that time. Was «ot the country suffering: 
and laboring under all the disadvantages end difficulties that I have beeisk 
endeavoring to describe, and which w^re so doquently portrayed by my: 
friend from Kentucky, (Dr. Yovng.) a few days ago? Your furnaces^ 
forges, blootoerifes, anjd factories^ were^ then standing still 4 and the thou- 
saiDds of: active :andindustriiou0Q|(eratives, that ara^ happily andsedu- 

loiisly engaged in attending to those e$tabUshments, were then destitute, of 
employment • Bigness was; paralyzed^ ;produce, not only low inf price, 
but in many places almost unsaleable at aay price. The value of r^ es-' 
trie -depreciated , and rpecniniary embarrassment, distrust and wretchedness^ 
perQafidioig the whole coinii»unity; and Hot only individuals, but States ren 
dtn^ to Ihe v^igcof 'faopelms^ bankruptcy* Ooptmst the condition of the 
eonnftry (then, whh tblst ^hioh it e^Rhtbits now, and see whether you don'i 
j|Qdithe cotkfirmation of whodi I have «t^ed . 

SoeniiKftieCftbeipiKsafligeiOfrilihetairiff fai^^ ljB42ar bufihMss began, to revive. 
^fae^mmidofthe amriland Iheshiittte again reverberates throi^h what bad 
heen teimniless andd^solfttethahila/lionit. T*he hum>of business^ the clajog-. 
^of liridusfry, and lbmolailkitig^maciy«iwy'Wiase^effjr where heard, Ukd 
tbiiiairallingf iof > thftleathelad aong^rs w^loomii^ tha; genial return of spriqg 
after a severe iMfid dteary xmHtox ; (SnliV'ekiiQg aliid aajflpONtingtJfte! whole faca 
of iiature,Aod diffusing* ^witafiMentL^^ Imppinqss throughoMt the wlKrla 
€i»enl lof ij^ttT'vi^Wli^esM terril^)r. Bwlcbegd Qf»aag up, as if by m^gic;; 
Are'viUBznessniKas iiterailyiaiade^lo blossQin a$^ the droee. Minerals that had 
iRkkiidormaiOtiinithe boN?^>ofr:^:earch siacM^r^he^eof the creation, were 
luait^'froni! tlie^^dark lowrema in whtoh statute had deposited «h<sm, ta^ea 
«B!iyqiicaab<^Q(riies;.an«l con¥«te4 in^OigM; (ff^^^at ^iis t^tfc, intohcea4f 
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l^Dtby^Uiefahckd process of the dreamk^ ij^lijihifil^^ biit by the niuv» 
certain and ef&ctual development of art^ of science, and of protocted ioidiiBtry;. 
, But our brethren of the Sonth imagine that the blc«si«igs thus conferred 
on our prosperous country are purcbsfied at their €»pease. Sir^Iappre^ 
bend that they haVe not taken a conreot and impartial view of this intetest- 
iog subject. They are labeling under some stmnge (delusion;, some mpti^ 
vatiog erroneous theory, that preventsthem fix>m takifig that calm, philo^ 
sophiC) and .enlightened view of this subject^ which they so uniformly ex^ 
eiotse upon every other. Let them invest%ate it fuUy and fairly — let them 
bring to the aid of their jndgment the recollections of the past, and exam^ 
ine the condition\)f the .present, and they cmUiot avoid the conclusion, ^ar 
it is sustained by incontrovertible facts, that every article which they pur- 
diiaae, and which has been protected for a number of years, comes to them 
dieapernow than it did before the protective system was B^AcffA/&A. But 
even if thiis were not the case, we might appeal to their patriotism, and ask 
whether thejrure not willing to endure some inconveiadenoe, for the purpose^ 
(d establishing the true independence of thdir country upon a sure ^nd 
perrrwuient basis. , 

. Permit me now, sir, lo say a few words in reply toisovne.of dieaigamenlff 
of gentlemen on the ojpposite side of this question, They charge us wkh 
inco>nsistency,,attd efforts are made to invalidate our aiigutiients, because we^ 
advocate a cause thai* gen tlemeiL suppose would operate against our own in- 
terest ; as if geotlemen aclang in the high and faonomble csquictty of legis- 
lators, could not rise above the grovelling motives of sordid interest and sd-^ 
fish views. Do those gentleman wish us to esthnate their patriolisatiafDii 
their disinterestedness by the same measureiwhichlhey tmHe unio us ? * W& 
doinot claim.greatcr perfection than usually falls to the lot Of frail huimxr** 
ity, and make no professions of sacrilSces inconsistent. with a peaaonable re^ 
gnrd to our own imprests* : Gentlenoeii, however, labor under a gr^it rmSs- 
apprehension, wheci they set/dowh;as nKiaafaaturers, and tbe advocatcjsof 
the exclusive manufacturkig Biterest, ddl those who aft)e m favor of. the pro»- 
tective Hystem; . this mistake in the pcomiaes leads to st31' greater ettorsfiik 
the conclusions; and hence (tbey^axe niiaUe to see bofw ic i» chat the nmnu'-^ 
ftuctiitecs, as they csll,ihemy bre such'strenoous advocacesiof a peiic(yn;iiit«b 
tfeey allege is caloulaitedt0^dimiQish their ^mn piofits<.r SUT,:inairy o€ thuB& 
who are the mos^xmflindamg. advocates f>f die >pMie<^ifWpQBcy , are not} par-^ 
(iculturly identified wkh ^tbe innnufaatuf enr,; e^cefit tty liir vsHifae pro^wclty: »f 
tboee estftblifihmeiitB ooilduee to thagenertdprospetity of >tlii^wiiolftcnuntryL: 
' The district "wfaichhas gma me > the boiBor ^>of iwltf vg^rii'flasul'ttjpMrthlft 
floor, is e^i^ialiotaiy an vt^dcultural ^^^ tgncalltundt 

pcoductiom KJtanrany othee4n)tb6'f3lBteiwbemo<it(ii9db(^tddt; aniiisy^** 
hapSj>iiotQinferfa« to aiqr.bfJdiefBMMe -eaDleHt'inQ|the'Ctek«d'^Me6. lys^oBr 
ittt^est^'^n^^uBLt die inaniiitetnrBd artideii^^flhoaUdii^ifod^^ the^dv^ 
«8ti|^riQ6fi»iiHmh4kcQ^fi«t» toihAdttt odoihiy. /WeiliHSvesodinint 

tfkisee ihe: cdanfiitfactaiiers neaiiakig u.profitiof> thinly ^'w^tvpcbtyiiiip^y'm^^ 
fifteen per cent., whilst we, as agriculturists, cannot by^tte CttkiflnAtitMirjaf 
ol»r faiixds rQaltfl6Jm<fee)tI»B^fGRil7 ocj^M qfinc«nt* .m''^&>eapi<al ittvd^ 
aiidf^eryf )Qfteo xmi 'thatifludoh. ,dNar «k^ weiisdHev6ithttl iheriifnaiifitdtmBgr 
liiniiicsa jisisciipreifiiable ms ^heee 'Wfap^wl«ottate.i\hiBrM])«UdKt k:tO'l^ ■M' 
4t» cioiridiin^iepiisaialr^t UinBe)ahtidati<MiU)fiitfip«Sli-]^ro 
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oiKrrect, ^e should not hesitate to sell our IdndS; and embark in thd^e. high-^ ^ 
ly profitable pureuit&v ^ 

The ealcuklions which ;prodiice the results on which gentlemen place so 
much reliance here, arefouiided upon erroneous data. > Many of the man-^ 
tifacturing esfablishmehts, that are now doing a i^ir, perhapsr a 'profitable 
business, have been ^rchased during some of thosb revulsions which your 
unstable, fluctuating -policy basso frequently produced, at great sacrifices; 
in many insitances for less than one-fourth of the.origined value. I know, 
air, an instance in the county in which I reside, where a factory was erected 
by a company, which, together with the machihecy and the .buildings ne- 
cessary for the workmen, cost some fifty or sixty thousand dollars, perhaps 
Hiore. In a few years the company. failed, and the whole investment was 
almost a total loss. It was purchased, dt a yery reduced price, "by an indi-- 
-vidual, who, after carrying it on for a number of years, also foiled, leaviog^ 
his creditors to pay for his experience in this enviably profitable badness of 
manufacturing. . Within the last three years this same property was sold for 
:8bme $7,000, if my recollection serves me right; and the last purchaser has 
since been offered $3,000 profit, making more than forty per cent, son his 
investment, alid relmed toAbke it. Is it fair, then, <b argue, that, because 
this man refused an advantageous offer, under peculiar circumstances, that^ 
may not occur again in an ege to corne; is it foir, task again, to infer from 
^at, that. the business is highly profitable, when tho^ ivho. pr»ceded';him 
kave failed entirely, and when irorn sixty to e^ty thousand dollars have 
feeen sunk and sacrificed in this very establislimtent? Thisisthe way, sir, 
in which thesQ enormous profits are calculated, when the people in the vi- 
<inity of those establishments, who have had an oppphunity of forming ac- 
curate judgments on those interesting cases, know thepi to be false and' de- 
lusive in the extreme. 

Sir, those strong cases make bad precedents;' and, if any one would take 
itsje nouble to search for them, cases :equaUy strong, and perhaps, equally de* 
losive, might be found in. agricultural pursuits. I have been told of a fac- 
mer who went to the westxfrn prairies and took up a hundred acr^ of land, 
^t the Government prioei, a dollar and a quarter per acre. £De went to work; 
liad the whole hro^en.up with the ]dough> and seeded with, wlieat; and the 
cmp thus produced, not only paid for. all the labor and expeiise,but enabled' 
. him to pay for k6a> l^n&, and had a eonsidemble som left:; 'While at the same* 
6me his land w^p-wortti Ihree times as- much as when he cdmtnenced . Here , 
then, was a ptofiliojE^ ^IM) per cent: in the depi*es8ed: and over-taxed pursuiC 
4:kf agriculture; and<ycit'we ase asked by: gentlemen frdhi- the^West to relieve 
tfa»m from the oneroinivhuiid^Bis inflicted on them by tbisUack tariff. I have 
<)nly adverted bto.ifchjj} to isbowithat iadhtted cases^ltrndar ;p6coiittK circunH 
43tBnces, forni velr}r'fdUbciousrpffe)aed)en^'upon%'W!hio^ general pria^ 

ciples. Thfecal6ulaii6ndrwUkh giendemenrelj^ ducitain tbeitraig^ 

m»ntB asefDoqiieMy nrnde^by persons motifully acqiis^ted. wiiiv all the fkiua 
^eimoeeted vilthr'ilio/case, sni^ areiobt^nedtbat hive ixd 

Jbufidatioaixi lacts^., ' -..;..■•••>// ./;r ,.:..• 

The hoooiaUe genttemen fnom North GsroliDa>j(Mr. Biggs,) wh6 adp 
•dressed the :committee on yesterday /<iDhir ds that ^A mdderstte^aird ipermanbtu 
jpiotectwn is; all that manufactnreia ought to ask^ afidthat ia::<q^hat a revoimd 
^nffgiives.'/. 1 i^reef &ir,iJiist:n»>iUivte and :peto«iieat^: proteitKNi is lit 
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that imaniyfacttiters ought to ask y but he and I di&rJa^OpinicnJa'regaM to 
what kihd of attaiiiff^wiU best 6ffect:th6-objectr:ivt»ie3i ve^oth hiav^ ja vie^or* 
l^believie thaii th« present t»rUf< affords svoh.pGQtectioa.affgiyes'iprDper en? 
courageiYient id manqfacturera y without e^rdiog^thiehi .more .'than a leaaonA- 
bl« J>rotit. . Calculations. of profit> made :by men moA thenunlTes engagedin 
the biSBifiessyand.wbo hffTis iioipracckal kiian?ledg«(of lli^diiBa»Id^^ 
h^daobe.encm^ntered/ai'e at onee adopted .asbemgiundifafabLy -true /and 
relied on as arguments itifavoo: of. rethicdnglbe tariff. .MHusi^^sur^isLa ^jtedl 
mistake; the immense profits supposed to be realized by the manufacturers 
are only to be found in the erroneous calculations made by misguided theo- 
. rists. The manufacturers, on an average, realize no greater profit than is 
generally enjoyed by others of our citizens who are engaged in other 
branches of business. The tariff, as it is, affords a reasonable protection, 
and ensures to the manufacturer a moderate remuneration, and no more. 
Do gentlemen expect to establish permanent protection by a revenue 
tariff? The amount of revenue is regulated by the wants of the Trea- 
surp, and is subject to diminution or increase, according as the action 
of the Government is piofuse or economical; and, consequently, there is no 
stability about it. We now find ourselves in a state of war, and the expenses 
of Government during the ensuing year must necessarily be increased; and, 
therefore, the tariff must be changed to meet those additional expenses. 
Next year, if peace should be restored, as I hope it may be, we must have 
another change to accommodate the tariff to the wants of the Treasury. It 
is expected by many that the war will soon be brought to a close; the Exe- 
cutive, I understand, has expressed a belief that peace would be concluded 
before the expiration of sixty days; I shall be pleased to see it; but if peace 
were declared to-morrow, we shall have incurred a great, expense in the 
prosecution of the war, and will find it necessary to provide for those ex- 
penses. No, sir, an ever-changing, uncertain, shifting revenue tariff, will 
be more pernicious to the manufacturing interest than any other. Men who 
were about to abandon their usual pursuits and enter into new, and, to them, 
untried branches of business, if possessed of an ordinary degree of pru- 
dence, would like to make some calculations as regards their prospects of 
success. But with your unsettled, vacillating policy, what data had they to 
depend on? None whatever. A policy that so vitally affects the interests 
of the whole community should not be changed hastily or inconsiderately. 
The people have a right to expect, and will demand at you.r hands, that a 
policy that has worked so well, and been productive of so much good, shall 
be left updisturbed . -^Let well enough alone," is the old maxim, and will 
hold good for Government as well as for individuals. 

Gentlemen possess a very strong sympathy for the operatives in our facto- 
ries, whom they seem to consider as objects of their profound compassion, 
the innocent victims of avarice and oppression. But let them go to the spot 
where thbse fancied oppressions are exercised; let them visit and examine 
those men at their homes, and look into their condition, and witness the neat- 
ness and comfort of their dwellings, and the order that prevails around them, 
and they will discover that a more intelligent, more cheerful, better fed, 
better clothed, and more contented class of men is not to be found in this 
country. 
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]fer« Ohairmaa^ the State lepieseflited by myself tund colleaguefl on tbb 
floor ^ iS) pefhaps^^moj^ deqjly iQ{LeDe8ted in this question 4baa any other^.for 
though our manu&cturea are fawei in propcntion to the whole populelioa 
than some others^ yet. those mtiLnufttctuveB are very important > and moie.det 
pendant on protooticHi than most others. Several of her representativea have 
already spolrea^ others are desirouaof addrespiiig the coramittea^and) I hope*, 
mi^ have Uie.' oppoctttostjf of doing so. Having briefly stated my viewB> I 
ahaJl no longer occupy the. attention, of theconuAittee. 
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